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Prasnottara Ratna Malika is one among the many 
works by SANKARA BHAGAVATPADA. In this work, in 
the form of questions and answers, various issues on which 
doubts that may arise to ardent devotees, are sought to be 
cleared. English translation is given alongside the original 
Sanskrit text to facilitate understanding by those who are 
not well versed in Sanskrit language. This translation is 
in simple words. 


This book should serve as a guide to those who seek 
to lead a Dharmic life. 


This is being issued at the behest of JAGAD 
GURU PUJYA SRI SANKARACHARYA of KANCHI 
KAMAKOTI PEETAM, 1, Salai Road, Kancheepuram, 
Pin: 631 502, Tamilnadu, and is brought out by 
TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS, TIRUPATI, 
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ait 
SN TATA 
sit BRT INNATE Ha IAT IRR 


Prasnottara Ratna Malika 
of Sankara Bhagavatpada 
The Gem Garland 
of Questions and Answers 


1. Gg WARA -A-A-A War | 
aga puska WA - SAT - TANARA Il 


Whoever is indeed not adorned by this 
Question-Answer-Gem- Necklace, memorised 
for ready reference and which is the foremost 
means to obtain the seen and the unseen goals 
(of life)! 


2. Tar! fe Imm ? 
O Lord! Which is to be taken ? 


TRASH | 


The utterances of the Preceptor. 


erate fina ? 


And Which is to be given up ? 


HRA | 


The forbidden act. 
I We: ? 


Who is a Preceptor ? 
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afna aca: | fereafedra Sara: Baas | 
One who has realized the truth and is ever 
striving for the good of the disciple. 


_ rata fer «eli fagara ? 
What is to be quickly done on the part of the 
wise ? 


SUR- NARE: | 


The cessation of the cycle of birth and death. 


fi Ma: Sura ? 

What is the seed of the tree of release ? 
aera frase | 

It is the right knowledge, shown in practice. 
. GR: UAN: 2 

What is more beneficial than anythingelse? 
Uni | 

Righteousness. 

a Bf ge ? | 

Who is the pure (person) here ? 

TRI ANY IGN | 

One whose mind is pure. 

Fi figa: ? 

Who is the wise (man) ? 
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AR | 

One who discriminates. 

fi fama ? 

What is poison ? 

HRT PSY | 

Transgression of Preceptors’ orders. 

. fH Tar aA ? 

What is the essence of life ? 

TEN farsa sera | 

This alone is to be reflected on repeatedly. 
fi Ay FETA ? 

What is the most desirable for human beings? 
qa- R-E Sed FH | 

Life dedicated for one’s and others’ welfare. 
_ ARIE AETR: R: ? 

What is it that generates delusion like liquor ? 
AE: | 

Attachment. 

è a ge: ? 

Who are thieves ? 

fan: | 

Objects of sense. 


i NIASÌ ? 


What is the creeper of birth ? 


QU | 
Thirst for enjoyment. 


AN? 


Who is the foe ? 


ug ATAT: | 


It is but idleness. 


. pe TA gE? 


What is here the fear from ? 


Hd | 
From death. 


STU se Ri fafaa ? 


Who is worse than the blind man ? 


IT | 


One with attachments. 


F: FR: ? 


Who is brave ? 


q: FAIR: a A Saree: | 
One who is not shaken by the shafts ofamorous 


glances of women. 


. Wg noaa: fe Sad ze Bra ? 
What is fit to be heard like nectar by the ears? 
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HFT: | 

Teachings of the good. 

fr Rara] FRA ? 

What is the cause of greatness ? 

ad Udd AMAA ATA | 

That which is known as not asking favours. 
fer TETA ? 

What is inscrutable ? 


TAraar | 


The conduct of woman. 


Fr: AGT ? 

Who is clever ? 

a a foca: da | 

One who is not won over by that. 
fr gaa ? 

What is unhappiness ? 

arga: | 

Cheerlessness. 

fe AIAR ? 

What is easy ? 


AAA BEA | 


Asking the lowly for help. 


10. ft Afaa? 


What is livelihood ? 


HATE | 

That which is blemishless. 
fe ARAN ? 

What is unintelligence ? 


qed fa HTAR: | 


Not repeating what is learnt. 


al «mf ? 
Who is wakeful ? 


facet | 


One who discriminates. 


ol fig ? 

What is sleep ? 

Tea AA | 

The stupidity of the living being. 
11. a-ga- ma-a aver fra? 


What is transient like the water on the lotus- 
leaf ? 


ata ma STZ: 
Youth, wealth and life. 
AT YA: ah SIR: fac: ? 


Again, tell me who is equal to the rays of the 
moon ? 


12. 


13. 


ral Ud | 
Only good people. 


Thi ACH: ? 
What is hell ? 


QAI | 
Being in another’s control. 


fis resa ? 

What is comfort ? 

yden- at | 

That disgust towards every kind of attachment. 
fe eq ? 

What is to be done ? 

sated | 

The good of the creatures. 

fra a fra mA ? 

And what is dear for creatures ? 
SHA: | 

Life. 


PI IRA: ? 


What results in evil ? 


Alt: 


Conceit. 


14. 


15. 


FI gua ? 


What bestowes happiness ? 
FIGAA-RÀ | 

Friendship with good people. 
TESTTA-fIATÌ PI eat ? 


Who is clever in destroying all unhappiness? 


ARI Pant | 

One who always renounces. 
fer RUOTA ? 

What is death ? 


TUA I 


Unintelligence. 


fae a aada ? 


What is priceless ? 


Aaa TH | 


That which is given at the right moment. 
STA fi META ? 

What pains like a shafît till death ? 

NSA Ad e WT | 

The sin committed in secrecy. 

Ga fama aa: ? 

Where is effort ordained ? 


16. 


17. 


FUR, Tess, «RI 


In learning, good medicine, charity. 


Sao = «Taî ? 


Where is indifference to be shown ? 


GY, nAg, TAA | 


Towards bad people, another’s wife, another’s 
property. 


i aaf Agfa 2 

What is to be reflected on day and night ? 
FOTC-STANAI, AT HAT | 

The futility of life; not certainly woman. 


I Nae aan ? 


What is to be cultivated with affection ? 


HET Say | VAY AR | 


Compassion towards the helpless; friendship 
with the good. 


avant, sgh: Fe fe SI ARR 
ag? 

Whose self can indeed never be chastened even 
at the cost of life ? 


Ader ma a frente at eA | 


The unintelligent, the doubting, the cheerless 
and the ungrateful 


18. 


19, 


F: TY: ? 

Who is good ? 

mga ? 

One of good conduct. 

i SA ray ? 

Who is said to be the lowly ? 

g Saga | 

Certainly the man of bad conduct. 
A fart AA ? 

By whom is this world conquered ? 
aaa- Far | 


By the person who has truthfulness and en- 
durance. 


Fi wife dar: aaa ? 

To whom do Gods offer obleisance ? 
QAT-YGIATA | 

One who extends pity. 

FOR SAT: DI ? 

Which is to be shuddered at:? 

FUR-SNTAA: A: | 

The noble-minded shudder at the jungle of life. 
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20. REA ast MTT: ? 


21. 


22. 


At whose control lies the community of crea- 
tures ? 


aa- irana fara | 


One who speaks the truth, kindly and is hum- 
e. 


F LTA ? 
Where should one stick ? 


AÀ of TE-cHED-FIMIGÒ | 


To the right path wherein the seen and the 
unseen profits abound. 


AI AU: ? 

Who is blind ? 

A SHAE: | 

One who enjoys wrongdoing. 

A aÈ: ? 

Who is deaf ? 

A fanfa a gente | 

One who does not heed the good advice. 
i Hei ? 

Who is dumb ? 

q FTA Brno ang a a 

One who does not know how to speek the kind 


‘words at the right moment. 


fee ery ? 
What is charity ? 


ll 


23. 


STAT | 

Expecting no return. 

fe fay ? 

Who is a friend ? 

ai fara oar | 

One who saves from sin. 

I AAGR: ? 

What is decoration ? 

WA | 

Character. 

fer arai MUSAA ? 

What is embellishment for speech ? 
ARR | 

Truthfulness. 

fagigetaa-aret fra? 

What is momentary like lightning ? 
gori YATAN | 

Bad company and young women. 
Heiter: & IO sift ? 


Who are they unshaken from their noble lin- 
eage and good conduct even in the Kaliyuga ? 


CIT: We | 
Only good people. 
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24. 


25. 


26. 


frana ged ze fra ? 

What is that which is rare like the Cintamani? 
FAMA: Ad | ATA | 

I will tell; that is.the-four-fold good. 


fi agri ai fauna farsa ? 


What do those who have destroyed dark igno- 
rance specially urge repeatedly ? 


cri fara afed, ari rd, afad via, 
Frati cita agi 
Charity along with sweet words, knowledge 
with humility, courage with patience, wealth 


with renunciation. ‘These four auspicious 
things are hard to attain. 


fi sea | 
What is to be grieved over ? 


PATTA | 


Miserliness. 


ula fase fi aea ? 


What 1s praiseworthy when there is affluence? 


alters | 


Consideration for others. 
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27. 


28. 


i Usa: fash: 2 

Who is to be revered by the learned ? 
saaa: Taal faro) a: | 

One who by nature is always humble. 


F: GARANA: 2 


Who is the sun making the lotus of family 
blossom ? 


afa rfamasfà À aH: | 


One who though possessed of great qualities 
is yet unconceited. 


HEY AI TCA ? 


In whose control is this world ? 


fra a | 


In his, whose speech is sweet and soothing, 
and who is wedded to righteousness. 


fanale T? 


What is that which fascinates the hearts of the 
wise ? 


afaa AURA = | 
aie poetry and the lady called knowl- 
edge. | 
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29. 


30. 


a vuota aafe: ? 

Whom does disaster not overtake ? 
Wasaga TAN | 

One who follows the advice of the elders and 
has controlled his senses. 


Fi Cesta HAT ? 
Whom does the Goddess of Wealth love ? 
g aaas Sfar | 


One who is industrious without lethargy and 
is just in conduct. 


fà a + Mee ? 


And whom does she (Goddess of Wealth) desert 
all at once ? 


fame gr FT | 


One who slanders the Brahmana, the Precep- 
tor, and the Gods and is lazy besides. 


ga fata) are: ? 


Where is one to live ? 


o qaf sera IAA I 


In the nearness to good people or in Kasi. 


31. 


32. 


a Ufterat dor: ? 


Which place is to be shunned ? 


Pray FAIDA | 


One abounding in wicked people and ruled by 
a greedy king. 


Ai ANEA: JEN: ? 
By what means can a person be griefless ? 


yara TAA | 


By obedient wife and undiminishing wealth. 


Se YAA Hl NA: ? 


Who is to be grieved over in this world ? 


qafa farà a di Stat | 


One who is not a giver even when there is 
wealth. 


fi agan ARA ? 
What is the cause of ignominy ? 


RAGES ATE | 


Currying the favour of unregenerate people. 
aaaf F: IR: ? 
Who is braver than even Rama ? 
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33. 


34. 


ERREA a a Teale | 


One who does not waver even when hit by the 
arrows of Cupid. 


fe srefizi gR ? 

What is to be contemplated day and night. 
MARTA, TAA | 

The Feet of the Lord; not the worldly life. 
TA AUT? 

Who are blind even when possessed of eyes ? 
à Real: APM: | 

Those people who are unbelievers. 

q: US: Fe whe ? 


Who is the well known lame person here (in 
this world) ? 


aaa a A ars diva i 


One who takes up pilgrimage in old age. 

fe aah a yer ? 

What is the foremost place of pilgrimage ? 
ferret rara. 

That which removes the impurities of mind. 
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30. 


36. 


fi waded get: ? 
What is to be remembered by people ? 


SAA FRI; A Aa STAT | 


Always the Name of Hari; not the jargon of the 
unregenerate. 


A fa 7 area: frat ? 


What showld not be spoken by-the good-minded 
(person)? — 


RANA, SJA ARA 

The faults of others; and, similarly, falsehood. 
fess darei nga: ? 

What is to be earned by people ? 

faen, fad, FA, AN, UAA | 

Knowledge, wealth, strength, fame, merit. 
q: dufaar ? 

Which is the destroyer of all good qualities ? 
AT: | 

Greed. 

AA a: ? 

Who is the enemy 7 
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37. 


38. 


PIA | 
Lust. 


FI Tau utent ? 


And what assembly is to be shunned ? 


em AT gaa | 


That which is devoid of elder councillor. 


Se HA Aled: CIA AHI: ? 


Here in what should a man be cautious ? 


fra, NATIA | 


Verily, in the service of the King. 


worefa I I: 2 


What is dearer even than life ? 


Ha: MYRRA | 


One’s duties followed hereditarily and the com- 


pany of virtucus. 


I Graal ? 
What is to be well protected ? 


CI GRRICE GUEST 


Good name, devoted wife and discernment. 
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39. 


40. 


SRI PETA Sich 2 
What is the Kalpa-creeper in the world ? 


afaa affa fren ı 


Knowledge imparted to the earnest student. 


Tl aaga ? 
What is the imperishable banyan tree ? 
fafaa aeaa- a TA | 


The gift offered to the deserving recipient ac- 
cording to rules. 


fh mea ada ? 

What is weapon for all ? 
ale: | 

F.2ason. 


Ald a FI ? 
And who is the mother ? 


oF | 


Cow. 


fe q IAN ? 
What indeed is strength ? 
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4l. 


agar | 


That which is courage. 


I gA? 
What is death ? 


aq Aan EAEN | 


That which is absence of care. 


Ga a ? 


Where is poison? 


ZE | 


In wicked people. 

fre mni da 2 

What is defilement here? 
PU P | 

Indebtedness of men. 

ff aa ge ? 

What is fearlessness here ? 


aT | 


Non-attachment. 
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42. 


43. 


aaf fra ? 

What too is fear? 

fra ada | 

For everyone it is wealth only. 
F ZAN ATO ? 

What is rare for people to get ? 
auf: | 

Devotion to Hari. 

Was A fn? 

What, too, is heinous ? 

fear | 

Cruelty. 

«i fe mafaa: ma ? 

Who, verily, is dear to the Lord? 
asd A Iata BALM: | 


One who causes no pain to others and i Is not 
lost in worries. 


Head fares: ? 


Whence is divine power? 
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AIA | 

From penance. 

ae: #3? 

Where is intelligence found? 
R 

In the Brahmana. 


CEE 


Whence intelligence ? 


FSA | 


By serving intimately the elders. 


$R qE ? 
Who are the elderly ? 


à raragi | 
Those who know the duty and the truth. 
Amani arog Ar fra ? 


What is more painful than death to a respected 
person? 


gå afi | 


Infamy. 


45. 


FIA Bat da #2 


Who will be happy in the world? 


TAI 


The rich person. 


anf a fina ? 


And what, indeed, is richness? 


MIAA | 

By which there is fulfilment of wants. 
adgern ste frn? 

What is the source of all pleasures? 
quay | 

Merit. 

guai ga: ? 


And whence pain? 


Wid | 


From sin. 


RI Way ? 


Whose is the lordship? 
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46. 


47. 


a: fra eet mN ART | 


One, verily, who worships Sankara with devo- 
ion. 


i aed ? 
Who grows? 
fada: | 

The humble. 


wl Al ead ? 


Who degenerates? 


Sl Tai: | 


The conceited person. 


Gia Wee: ? 


Who is not to be trusted? 


Fd BA STTA WAC | 


One who as a rule utters lies. 


GA ATA STATO? 


On what occasions, is even a lie sinless? 


gati Tae | 


That which is uttered for the sake of protecting 
righteousness 
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48. 


i uni ? 
What is rigteousness? 
afta A: RIST Pagers | 


That which has been practised by the virtuous 
elders of the family. 


ari fra? 
What is the strength of the good? 


dar | 


God. 

i UY: ? 

Who is good? 

Waal TE: | 

One who is always contented. 
ca fr? 

What is divine? 

TIRATI 

The good deeds. 


i: Yaa ? 


Who is the doer of good deeds? 


26 


49. 


50. 


verza 7a: af: | 
One who is praised by the virtuous. 


Tetra fra fra ? 


Who is the friend of a householder? 


qrat | 

His wife. 

A Te a? 

And who is a householder? 


A aid | 


One who performs sacrifices. 


i ag: ? 
What is sacrifice ? 


q: gori fafea: AREA TTA | 


That which is ordained by the scripture and is 


for the welfare of people. 


PEA tea Vial? 
Whose action is fruitful ? 


a yq aman RE: | 


Of one who is of good conduct and refined. 
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i fare: ? 

Who is the refined? 

A ATETA | 

One who has accepted the Vedas as authority. 
i wa: ? 

Who is the one that gets killed? 


ERANO: | 


One who has fallen from his religious duties. 


| RIU? 
Who is the blessed? 


ART | 


One who i as renounced. 
RRNA? 

Who is esteemed ? 

udsa: MH: | 

One who is wise and good. 


idea: ? 


Who is to be worshipped? 


Qh Sle | 
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52. 


One who gives freely. 

I Bla ? 

Who is the giver freely ? 

ay afta STAR | 

One who gives satisfaction to the needy. 

fh “ra Seay ? 

What is good fortune for those who have body? 


ARTIH | 
Health. 


F Heil ? 


Who is the one that realizes the result ? 


Gala | 


The tiller. 


Her AUTH ? 


For whom is there no sin ? 

Wc: | 

For one who recites holy syllables. 
F Yui ? 

Who is the complete person? 
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53. 


54. 


q: aA A | 

One who has progeny. 

feh g RTTA ? 

What is difficult for human beings? 
Sar ANE: HATA | 


The constant control of the mind. 


i agada DATA ? 


Who is a Brahmacarin? 


TI ICH BAIER: | 


One who has sublimated his life-energy instead 
of wasting it. 


FI 7 Wadi SHA? 


Who is said to be Supreme Goddess? 
Perea fete: | 


The consciousness - power (Amba). 


al seal ? 


Who is the protector of the world? 


Te | 


The Sun. 
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55. 


Tas i tagg: ? 


Who is the cause of livelihood for everyone? 
E Ue: | 

That is rain. 

al SR? 


Who is brave ? 


TI MARTA | 


One who protects those in fright. 


AA A Ai? 
And who is the protector? 


H Te: | 
It is the preceptor. 


i fa EERE: ? 
Indeed, who is said to be the World-preceptor? 
IH: | 

Siva. 

WH Ga: ? 

Whence knowledge ? 
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56. 


57. 


frata | 


Only from Siva. 
Ufri ada Hed ? 
How can one get release ? 


HEARE: | 


By devotion to Mukunda (Vishnu). 


HER: R? 
Who is Mukunda ? 


TENTA HITTA | 


One who takes us across ignorance. 


i a Afan ? 


And what is ignorance ? 


TA AA seal | 


The non-manifestation of the Self. 


FA A MR: 2 


For whom there is no sorrow ? 


q: FIT HAM: | 


For one who has no anger. 
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58. 


fi gua ? 
What is happiness ? 
gre: | 


Contentment. 


Shi To ? 
Who is king? 


Eec TE 


One who makes others happy. 


GY A ? 

Who is a dog ? 

TRA E MI 

One who serves the lowly. 
AA ? 

Who wields Maya? 

WAS: | 

The Supreme Lord. 

a SRM ? 

What is the divine Magic ? 
WSA | 


This world. 


59. 


i: Tacs: ? 


What resembles a dream ? 


WA STASI: | 


The activities of our waking life. 


grati © fa? 
And what is real ? 


JH | 
Brahman. 


fer feat ? 
What is illusory ? 


URNATA | 


That which is destroyed by knowledge. 


Ts y? 
(What is) total non-entity ? 


wan | 


Hare’s horn etc. 


FI a afda ? 


What is indeterminable as either real or un- 
real? | 
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60. 


ATAI | 

Maya. 

fi afer ? 

What is it that is superimposed (imagined) ? 
EGLA 

Duality. 

fi UAT aa ? 

What is ultimately real ? 


IRAN | 


Non-duality. 


q Ha He: ? 
Whence this unknowingness ? 


arate: | 


It is beginningless. 


agaa da fera ? 


And what is the sustainer of the body ? 


WITTY | 
The actions that have started yielding results. 
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61. 


62. 


© sai fra ? 


What bestows food ? 


q SIA: | 
And that is life-span. 


I ATT: SATA: ? 

Who is to be contemplated by the Brahmanas? 
Tafa - ak- afta - NR: Ty | 

Siva who is seen in the Gayatri, Sun and fire. 
TRAI RA A art vist a fey? 


What is there in the Gayatri, Sun, fire and Siva? 


dd dead | 
That is the Reality. 


NAAA FI ? 


Who is the perceptible Goddess ? 


Ald | 
Mother. 


WR TET a: 2 
And who is the Preceptor to be honoured ? 
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63. 


64. 


did: | 

Father. 

q: Maa 2 

Who is the self of all deities ? 
faan - alfa fan: | 


The Brahmana who is endowed with knowl- 
edge and action. 


HT GUYAÙI: ? 
What is the cause of the decadence of a family? 
Sa: BAAR A AR 


That which one does to produce heartburn in 
good people. 


He STATA ? 
Whose words never fail ? 
dar E-A- I-ET: | 


Those, of course, who observe truthfulness, 
silence and control of the mind. 


fe am? 

What is birth ? 

farai: | 

Attachment to sense-objects. 
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65. 


fi aut AH ? 

What is one’s subsequent birth ? 
ya: Sad | 

It is the son. 

al aR ? 

What is unavoidable ? 

TEF | 

Death. 

qa we aa? 

Where is the foot to be placed ? 
TPR | 

Where purity is perceived. 


ua fe ACT ? 


Who is the fit recipient of the gift. of food ? 


LL. (GC | 


The hungry. 
ri Steal fe ? 


Indeed who is to be worshipped ? 
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66. 


Aaga: | 
Incarnation of God. 

GA TAA ? 

Who is the Lord ? 
HEN: MHRA: | 


The Supreme Lord who is both Narayana and 
Sankara. 


Gan 1 rasa: fra ? 
And what is the result of devotion to the Lord? 
ASTRI - WIR | 


The immediate realization of His Abode and 
one’s own Nature. 


MAA F ? 


And what is release ? 


R atferen? AAA: | 


Indeed, it i: the setting of ignorance. 


F: MAR 7 


What is the origin of the Vedas ? 


HA T AM | 


And then, Om. 
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67. ZAM RUSEN 
UAR - Tea-aferaT AA | 
A FRM FF 
feat TTA Il 


Those for whom the Question-Answer-Gem 
necklace is ready to quote from memory shine 
in the assembly of noble people like the neck- 
lace of pearls by dint of their purity. 


Thus ends the Prasnottara Ratna Malika - the 
Question - Answer - Gem - Necklace by Sri- 
mad Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharya Srimad 
Sankara Bhagavatpada. 
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